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• 1

An objective means 
of measuring the strength 

of a family’s resources 
and its ability to pay for 

college costs.

Cost of Attendance

– Expected Family Contribution

= Financial Need

Need Analysis
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 EFC found on SAR and ISIR is always based on nine 
months.
– Nine-month calculation always used for Federal Pell Grant award.

EFC 101
Nine-Month EFC
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Alternate
EFCs

Dependent Students:
– Periods of enrollment for less than nine months.
– Periods of enrollment for greater than nine months.

Independent Students:
– Periods of enrollment for less than nine months.

EFC 101
Alternate EFCs
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Independent student without dependents
(other than spouse) B

Regular

Simplified

Version
Regular

Simplified

Auto Zero EFC

Independent student with dependents 
(other than spouse) C

Regular

Simplified

Auto Zero EFC

Student Status Formula

Dependent student A

Federal Methodology Formulas
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Federal Methodology Formulas
Criteria for Simplified and Automatic Zero EFC Calculation

4, 8
© 2017 Cheryl Hunt. All rights reserved.



Federal Methodology Formulas
Primary and Secondary EFCs
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Case Study
Jack

 Calculate an 2017-2018 EFC for 
Jack using the following documents:
– FAFSA Information
– EFC Worksheet A
– EFC Formula ‘A’ Tables

91113
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Case Study
Formula A: Jack

Your best guess of Jack’s EFC:

9
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Intermediate Value
‘TI’

Case Study
Parent: Income in 2015

88,007
15,400

62,044
77,444

88,007

0

88,007

88,007

0

9, 11
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Case Study
Parent: Allowances Against Income

5,106
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Case Study
Parent: Allowances Against Income

11, 13
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Table A1
88,007 (line 7) x 5%

Case Study
Parent: Allowances Against Income

5,106

4,400

11
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Case Study
Parent: Allowances Against Income

14
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Table A2
15,400 (line 2a) x 7.65%
62,044 (line 2b) x 7.65%

Case Study
Parent: Allowances Against Income

5,106

4,400

1,178

4,746

11
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Case Study
Parent: Allowances Against Income

9, 14
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Table A3
3 in household, 1 in college

Case Study
Parent: Allowances Against Income

5,106

4,400

1,178

4,746

22,300

11
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Lesser of:
15,400 x 35% = 5,390
Standard Amt = 4,000

Case Study
Parent: Allowances Against Income

5,106

4,400

1,178

4,746

22,300

4,000
41,730

11
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Case Study
Parent: Available Income

88,007

41,730

46,277
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Case Study
Parent: Contribution from Assets

14,450

0

175,000

9, 11
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Case Study
Parent: Contribution from Assets

Business/Farm Net Worth (line 18):

Adj. Business/Farm Net Worth (line 19)

175,000
- 130,000
= 45,000

x 50%
= 22,500
+ 52,000
= 74,500

14
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Case Study
Parents: Contribution from Assets

14,450

0

175,000

74,500

88,950

11
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Case Study
Parents: Contribution from Assets 68

15
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Table A5
Parent 1, 68
Parent 2, 55

Case Study
Parents: Contribution from Assets

14,450

0

175,000

74,500
88,950

31,900

57,050

6,846
11
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Case Study
Parent: Contribution

46,277
6,846

53,123
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Case Study
Parent: Contribution

Adjusted Available Income (line 25):

Total parents’ contrib. from AAI (line 19)

53,123
- 32,300
= 20,823

x 47%
= 9787

+ 8,728
= 18,515

15
© 2017 Cheryl Hunt. All rights reserved.



Table A6
(20,823 x 47%) + 8,728

Case Study
Parent: Contribution

46,277
6,846

53,123

18,515

1

18,515

9, 11
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Case Study
Student: Income in 2015

1,954

1,158

1,954

0

1,954

0

1,954

9, 12
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Case Study
Student: Allowances Against Income

0

9, 12
© 2017 Cheryl Hunt. All rights reserved.



Case Study
Student: Allowances Against Income

16
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Case Study
Student: Allowances Against Income

Table A7
1,954 (line 35) x 5%

0

98

12
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Case Study
Student: Allowances Against Income

14
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Case Study
Student: Allowances Against Income

Table A2
1,158 (line 30) x 7.65%

Parents’ Negative AAI
If line 25 is zero or a positive 

number, enter zero.

0

98

89

0

6,607

12
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Case Study
Student: Contribution from Income

1,954
6,607

<4,653>

0

12
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Case Study
Student: Contribution from Assets

3,900

0

0
3,900

780

9, 12
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Case Study
Expected Family Contribution

18,515

0

780

19,295

Your best guess of Jack’s EFC:

11, 12
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Resources

10
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